BIDDEFORD SACO CHAMBER OF
COMMERCE & INDUSTRY WANTS TO SAY

THANK YOU!

EXHIBITORS, PATRONS & SPONSORS
THE 3rd ANNUAL

BUSINESS EXPO

On WEDNESDAY, September 26, 2007

WAS A PHENOMENAL SUCCESS!

4™ ANNUAL BUSINESS EXPO

Early Bird Special
Wednesday, September 24, 2008
12:00 P.M. to 6:00 P.M.
At Howard Sports, 400 North Street, Saco, ME.

Chamber Member Registration & Pricing

Upto Feb. 1™ After Feb.lst
Single Booth 8" W x 8’ D $225.00 $275.00
Single Booth W/Electricity $275.00 $325.00

Non-Chamber Members Pricing
Single Booth 8" W x 8* D $425.00
Single Booth W/Electricity $475.00

Hurry! contact the Biddeford-Saco Chamber of
Commerce, at 207-282-1567 to register and
receive the early discounts

BLAH, BLAH, BLAH,
BLAH, BLAH, BLAH,
' BLAH, BLAH, BLAH,

MAYBE IT’S TIME FOR
A NEW INVESTMENT PERSPECTIVE.

When you listen to an investment professional, does it feel like
you're getting personal advice or a prepared sales pitch? This could
be the time to declare your independence from the biah, blah,

| blah and call Harhorview. Where we'll listen first, and then talk —
| giving truly personal advice, ohjective guidance and disciplined
wealth management for your stage of life.

Go to harborviewinvestments.com
or call 877.550.4900 for a free consultation.

Namst

HARBORVIEW

investments

Securities offered
through Cantella & Co., Inc

Memibor FiRdtARRC

BUILDING & REAL ESTATE

COMMENTARY

Kill bill

The Maine Real Estate & Development Association
advocates against “anti-development” legislation

BY ROXANE A. COLE
President, Maine Real Estate & Development
Association, Portland

5 with many business organiza-
Ations, legislative advocacy has
become an important part of the
mission of the Maine Real Estate &
Development Association (MEREDA).
Ouwr 230 members and officers have
full-time jobs and businesses to run, so
they look to MEREDA to be their advocate
in what they view as an increasingly com-
plex and confusing state capitol. T wish
legislative advocacy didnt have to be
such a large part of what MEREDA does
for its members, It is time-consuming,
costly and difficult, but for now it must be
a priority because we Dbelieve that sup-
porting responsible development is essen-

days after permits had been lawfully
granted under those ordinances. The bill,
supported by MEREDA, the Maine
Association of Realtors, affordable hous-
ing advocates and others, passed in the
House and Senate but was vetoed by the
Governor. The future of the issue is
unclear, and it continues to cast a cloud of
uncertainty over development projects
around the state.

More recently, MEREDA fought unsuc-
cessfully to stop LD 1810, the so-called
Informed Growth Act — legislation one
weekly newspaper claimed would
amount to “repealing free enterprise.”
This bill, which was enacted by the
Legislature and signed by the Governor,
requires a developer to pay $40,000 for an
independent consultant, hired through
the State Planning Office, to conduct a

It seems that for many policymakers and

well-financed special interest groups, development

— any development — is a dirty word these days.

tial to creating economic opportunity
throughout the state.

During the last session of the Legis-
lature, we monitored approximately 600
of the nearly 2,000 pieces of legislation
introduced. Our members are deeply con-
cerned with Maine’s overall business cli-
mate and the anti-development attitude
that often is reflected in our laws, regula-
tions and ordinances. We were actively
engaged in supporting or opposing many
bills dealing with topics like building
codes, shoreland development, landlord/
tenant issues, mortgage foreclosure laws
and retail development.

And our advocacy work doesn't let up
in the “off-season.” Since the Legislature
adjourned in June, many state commit-
tees, commissions and agencies have been
actively meeting and working on a vari-
ety of interim studies, carried-over bills
and reports, all of which will be intro-
duced in the Legisiature in 2008.

At the local level, we helped defeat
Portland’s shortlived formula business
ordinance, which was designed to keep
national chains out of the downtown area,
We initiated a constructive dialogue about
the impact of the ordinance by developing
a set of maps that showed how the ordi-
nance also would affect many local busi-
nesses and Maine-based chains. For us,
the formula business ordinance wasn't just
about Portland, it was about the larger
issue of doing business in Maine.

Fighting for free enterprise

It seems that for many policymakers
and well-financed special interest groups,
development — any development — is a
dirty word these days. Two years ago, for
example, we fought to pass a bill that
would have limited retroactive changes to
local land use ordinances to within 75
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“comprehensive impact study” of any
retail project that is 75,000 sq. ft. or larg-
er. If the study finds that the develop-
ment will take business away from exist-
ing stores, the permit can be denied.

These are just two examples of the
kind of anti-development bias we are
fighting, Bills like these remove any con-
sistency to the development process in
Maine, and they reinforce the conven-
tional wisdom that Maine is a risky place
to do business. Shortly after it passed,
the Informed Growth Act was featured
in a Wall Street Journal story and this
month it will be the subject of a work-
shop at a conference hosted by the
International Council of Shopping
Centers in California (where Governor
Armold Schwarzenegger vetoed a simi-
lar bill, saying it would make California
appear to be “closed for business”).

While some of our legislators may be
proud of this attention, what they don't
realize is that there is a cumulative
impact to laws like these. Many good
developers from out of state who might
otherwise invest in Maine immediately
cross us off their list, and many success-
ful Maine-based developers, a number of
whom are MEREDA members who con-
tribute greatly to our communities, have
had it and already are investing in other
places instead of here at home.

As we look to the next session of the
Legislature, we will continue to educate
policy makers about the importance of
Maine’s development community and to
fight for consistent and fair laws, We will
be paying particular attention to mea-
sures that seek to clarify vernal pool
regulations, standardize various build-
ing codes, improve economic develop-
ment incentives and place unreasonable
restrictions on land use, M
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